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Thank you very much, Madam President, for reminding us of the vital work 

performed by this Constitutional Court in its first twenty-five years of functioning. 

Thank you also for your kind words towards the Crown and my person.  

 

The Queen and the Prince and Princess of Asturias join with me today in paying the 

respect and acknowledgement which the Constitutional Court deserves for its role 

at the service of Spain and of all Spaniards.  

 

The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the birth of the Constitutional Court is without any 

doubt a day of special relevance for the Nation and its citizens.  

 

Its creation completed the arc of constitutional bodies. It opened up the way to an 

Institution which has known how to root itself firmly in our public life and to fulfil its 

tasks successfully, helping citizens to identity with our Constitution.  

 

We are not mistaken, therefore, in auguring that the wisdom, prudence and 

dedication of you all, that your sense of State, loyalty and independence, and that 

your democratic convictions, would convert this Court into an irreplaceable pinnacle 

of our Rule of Law.  

 

Spain and we Spaniards owe a great deal to this Court. There is also a great deal 

that can be expected of it, as an interpretative guiding light and protecting bastion 

of the letter and spirit of our Constitution.  

 

Its work, ensuring that the Constitution is obeyed, makes a decisive contribution to 

the protection and development of fundamental rights and freedoms, as well as to 

the territorial linkage of the State in its unity and diversity.  

 

Madam President,  

 

This commemoration, as with the still recent celebration of the Twenty-fifth 

Anniversary of the Spanish Constitution, grants us the opportunity to recall the 

exciting task that has been carried out, with the efforts of all Spaniards, to 

construct the edifice of our democracy and its institutions.  

 

The reality of present-day Spain, as a modern, open and supportive country, could 

not be understood without the first quarter of a century of functioning of this Court, 

as the guarantor of the rules, values and principles set down by our Fundamental 

Law.  

 

By watching over respect for the Constitution, the outcome of the broadest 

consensus ever achieved among Spaniards, the Court guarantees the validity of the 

regulating framework which the Spanish people have given to themselves, and 

which has permitted us to enjoy the longest period of democratic co-existence, with 

a political stability, a social progress and an economic prosperity that are without 



precedent in our history.  

 

Hence the importance of this celebration in order to rekindle our collective 

awareness, above all among the youngest of us, regarding the incalculable future 

value which our Constitution has so that Spain can continue to progress united in 

peace, democracy and freedom.  

 

This is a responsibility which is incumbent on us all, on the institutions of the State 

and, in particular, on our political and social forces.  

 

This Anniversary is also a moment of remembrance and gratitude, above all to the 

efforts and dedication of the Judges and of the many people who have participated 

in the development and consolidation of this Court, whose sound preparation, 

professionalism and exemplary devotion have contributed to the prestige of this 

Institution.  

 

Our praise and gratitude to its first President, Don Manuel García-Pelayo, and to all 

the others who have succeeded him in holding such an important post.  

 

To President Don Francisco Tomás y Valiente, victim of the terrorist barbarism and 

a reference point for the values which this Court embodies, we today pay an 

emotional recollection.  

 

Madam President,  

 

This Anniversary is not just a propitious moment for recalling the founding spirit of 

this Court and the importance of its role.  

 

It is an especially opportune moment for renewing our full support and 

confidence  of and in it, and for imbuing it with the impetus that its intensive work 

demands.  

 

Its unique and privileged position in our political architecture means that the array 

of powers, bodies and entities making up our Constitutional State are bound to 

preserve and strengthen the independence, authority and operativeness of this high 

body, particularly in those important moments when they require it.  

 

It is also binding on the Court itself, with its decisions, to maintain and generate 

the "auctoritas" required by the exercise of its high responsibility and the 

confidence which citizens have placed in it.  

 

It falls to the Constitutional Court to watch over the supremacy of the Constitution, 

and the fundamental juridical rule of the State.  

 

By means of its jurisdictional control it ensures that the actions of the powers of the 

State, and the relations between them, accord with a Constitution that is essential 

for being able to confront our common future with success.  

 

It also takes on the task of interpreting the Constitution, in such a way that it 

becomes more precisely defined and modulated in its fundamental juridical 

meanings.  

 

Thereby, it strengthens the validity of our Fundamental Rule and reinforces our 

stability, at the same time as ensuring the confidence and attachment of citizens in 

its regulating content.  

 

A role which must be tackled with caution and responsibility, encouraging the 



development of rights, principles and values which the Constitution sets down, 

guaranteeing its territorial equilibrium and preserving its integrating and supportive 

spirit, without the lattice-work of the constitutional system being resented.  

 

Madam President,  

 

On the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of this Constitutional Court, I wish to underline the 

respect imposed by its independence; the legitimacy forming the basis of its 

authority; and the importance that its high responsibility in the defence of the 

Constitution has for the stability of the State.  

 

Before ending, I would like to recall your motto, "Justice. Freedom. Concord", 

desiring that it might serve as a byword for you all and that it might inspire all 

citizens and public powers, Autonomous Communities and Municipal Corporations, 

who approach this High Court seeking constitutional justice.  

 

On this highly significant date, your King wishes to set down on record the deep 

respect and acknowledgement which this Court deserves and to express his support 

and encouragement for it in the attaining of its important mission.  

 

I include myself with you all in the celebration of this Anniversary in order to repeat 

to you the firm commitment of the Crown to serve all Spaniards, from a love of 

Spain and loyalty to the Constitution, in order to carry on constructing a country 

that is united, just, prosperous and supportive. 

 
Thank you very much.  

  


